


. DATA AND RESEARCH INFORM TEACHING AND
IMPROVE LEARNING EVERY DAY

Where We Stand Today

No Child Left Behind has helped to increase and improve schools’
use of data, but one of the law’s shortcomings is that it measures
school success by comparing the achievement of one year’s group
of students to the following year’s cohort. A better measure would
be the growth that the same students make over time. For every
year students spend in school, they should make at least a year’s
growth in achievement—and more than that if they start out
substantially behind.

The Vision for Tomorrow

" Measure school performance by the growth that the same
students make over time.

= Emphasize data that informs teaching and improves learning,
such as short classroom assessments that can be used to measure

how well students have learned what has been taught.

. FUNDING IS PREDICTABLE AND SUFFICIENT TO
PRODUCE WORLD-CLASS PERFORMANCE

Where We Stand Today

Minnesota’s current approach to school funding, based on

the state’s two-year budget cycle, does not allow educators

to look ahead with any degree of financial certainty. This
unpredictability—coupled with a lack of consensus on adequate
levels of funding for education—poses a significant barrier to

sustaining educational reforms and student progress.

The Vision for Tomorrow

= Develop an approach to funding schools that is stable and
predictable.

" Define a sufficient level of funding to help Minnesota students
equal the academic performance of the world’s educational

leaders.

. SERVICES FOR STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
EMPHASIZE OUTCOMES, NOT PROCESSES

Where We Stand Today

Well-intentioned eftorts to support students with special
needs—from English Language Learners to students with
disabilities—have in many cases mandated particular approaches
to meeting those needs rather than identifying outcomes and
then expecting and trusting schools to meet them. A process-
driven approach too often reduces flexibility and creativity and

increases paperwork and inefficiency.

The Vision for Tomorrow

= [dentify expected outcomes for students with special needs
and then expect and empower schools to work toward
them.

" Research educational best practices in serving students with
special needs and aggressively disseminate them throughout

the state.

@ GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP IS A CORE

ACADEMIC SUBJECT

Where We Stand Today

Across the globe, from Europe to Africa and Asia, students

are studying English and learning about other countries and
cultures. In contrast, surveys frequently find that students in the
United States know comparatively little about the world. Even
in an internationally oriented state such as Minnesota, there is
no statewide requirement that students study a language other
than English.

The Vision for Tomorrow

®  Mandate that all students graduate with basic fluency in a
language other than English.

= [ncrease instruction at all levels in matters of global
significance.

=  Ensure that our students see the increasing cultural, racial,
and linguistic diversity of our state as an asset rather than
a liability.

= Equip students with the skills and sensitivity to interact
with people whose backgrounds are different from

their own.
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